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October 10 2008, 2:00 p.m., Chicago, Illinois. A man stands 
at the corner of North Michigan Avenue and East Pearson. 
He stares at the historic Chicago Water Tower across the 
street. The tower’s backdrop is filled with endless buildings 
of different shapes and sizes, most of which long surpass the 
tower in height. The old architecture of the Water Tower is in 
unique contrast to the style of the 20th century buildings it 
precedes. He admires the tower. Not only for it’s beauty, but 
also for it’s strength. 

The air around him is filled with noisy traffic. His ears suffer 
from the constant honking. He is aware of where he chooses 
to stand so to avoid being in tourist photos. Claustrophobia 
sets in as he is surrounded by hundreds of people. Even 
with the shoulder brushes and elbow bumps of strangers, 
he continues to stand unfazed. Amidst all of the chaos, the 
Chicago native can’t help but take in the unique character  
of the city. 

CHICAGO,

is
america’s

- Jeff Bailey, Wall Street Journal

this

paradise.



Chicago is known as one of America’s greatest cities.  
It has a fantastic culture supported by great museums, 
vibrant neighborhoods, chic restaurants and hotels, beautiful 
architecture and miles of breathtaking lake front. Chicago  
is home to:

• Three of the tallest buildings in the world, one being the      	
  tallest building in the United States, the Sears Tower

• Over 40 museums, including one of the largest contemporary    	
  art museums in the United States, as well as the Shedd  	
  Aquarium and Museum of Science and Industry	   

• Over 6,000 restaurants, which consist of some of the top 	
  steak houses and pizza joints in the nation

• More than 150 theaters









Lake Michigan

Due to an extremely dry summer and high winds, the fire 
traveled rapidly. By 3:00 a.m., the fire had spread so far  
that all hope of saving the city was shattered. 

Two days later, after the fire finally subsided, the city was  
full of nothing but smoky rubble and homeless city residents. 
The fire destroyed an area four miles long. More than two 
thousand acres were burned, including approximately 
18,000 buildings. Property damages were estimated at 200 
million dollars. The fire left approximately 300 people dead 
and 100,000 homeless. Ruins were everywhere and the 
devastation was inescapable. The fire remains Chicago’s 
most well known disaster. 

chicago land area destroyed by fire



Among catastrophe, the city’s spirit remained alive and 
rebuilding began almost immediately. Citizens soon realized 
the fire opened new opportunity for Chicago. The awful disaster 
quickly became a turning point in the history of the city. A local 
journalist described the new Chicago as, “Better classified, 
and its future more distinctly marked, than could have been 
possible before the fire.” The downtown doubled in size, as did 
the construction of taller buildings. The fire and its aftermath 
drove Chicago’s development into one of the most populous and 
economically important American cities. 

So, chance is an unpredictable thing. The chance that a 
disastrous fire could help bring a thriving city where it is now…
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