
The photography department at CMU provides 
students with basic as well as advanced 
instruction in the fine art of photography. Our 
program promotes professional development 
and critical thinking through a wide base of 
photographic curriculum and portfolio 
preparation. We promote the use of digital, 
analog and non-traditional photography. 
Through the sequence of our courses students 
are exposed to a broad range of photographic 
styles and techniques.

The photography program is composed of three 
full time faculty members and several graduate 
teaching assistants. Photography students at 
CMU have won many honors, such as 
publication in the Best of College Photography 
Annual, as well as receiving Student Research 
and Creative Endeavor Grants. Many students 
have also participated in student exhibitions as 
well as other regional and national shows. 

PHOTOGRAPHY.
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The printmaking program fosters a collaborative 
environment amongst students and faculty. The Art 
Department’s Barstow Artist-in-Residence program, 
printmaking workshops, national printmaking 
conferences, and print exchange opportunities 
contribute to the program. Students studying in the 
print program recognize and appreciate the 
communicative, social, and historical aspects of 
printmaking that are inherent to the medium. The 
program is designed to simultaneously challenge 
and broaden a student’s technical, formal, and 
conceptual knowledge. 

While the program fosters knowledge and 
appreciation of the traditional aesthetics and 
techniques of print media, it also supports and 
encourages investigation aligned with 
contemporary trends in printmaking that may 
involve photo processes, mixed media, computer 
generated images, sculpture, or installation. 
Through safe methods, these courses will be a 
platform for understanding the historical, technical, 
and conceptual contexts of printmaking.

PRINTMAKING.
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Drawing is a significant area of study for all art 
majors and minors at Central Michigan 
University. Along with 2-dimensional design 
and figure drawing, drawing courses form a 
foundation for further study in the visual arts. 
Students develop a mastery of techniques and 
tools through assignments, research, and 
experimentation.
 

The impact of strong drawing skills is evident in 
all successful artistic practices. Additionally, the 
discipline of drawing is recognized as a 
program area in its own right.

DRAWING.



The fiber design program offers a wide range of 
investigation of materials and techniques 
including weaving, surface design, dyeing, 
basketry, felting, papermaking, and bookbinding. 
Fundamental to the program is an awareness of 
the rich historical past in fiber arts and the 
engaging possibilities for new contemporary 
expression and experimentation. 

Interdisciplinary work is encouraged with 
crossover into areas such as sculpture, painting, 
printmaking, and photography possible. Recent 
visiting artists have included William Drendel, Mark 
Lander, Deborah Anderson, Michelle Brody, and 
Katherine Shaughnessey.

 

FIBER DESIGN.
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Central’s sculpture program is media diverse 
and focuses on technical and conceptual 
development.  Sculptural visual language is 
established through our broad approach to 
process and media including fabrication in 
wood and metal; carving; mold-making and 
casting; figurative sculpture; installation, site 
specific, and public art; bronze casting; and 
professional preparation for a post-graduate 
career in the arts. 

Our sculpture facility includes studio space for 
BFA candidates, wood shop, metals shop, bronze 
foundry and ceramic shell investment area, 
mold-making shop, and kiln room. As a university 
member of the International Sculpture Center, 
our students have access to monthly issues of 
Sculpture Magazine, numerous research 
opportunities through the ISC website, and 
networking capability at various conferences 
and workshops.

SCULPTURE.
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The art history area offers an unusually wide array 
of undergraduate courses, spanning the history 
of ancient to contemporary Western art and the 
art of indigenous peoples. Supplementing these 
are courses in aesthetics and art criticism as well 
as in the history of design and photography. A 
minor (21 credits) in art history is offered, and a 
major is being developed. This area also serves 
graduate students seeking an MFA or MA. 

It offers the opportunity to strengthen their 
art-historical background in structured classes as 
well as the possibility to pursue in-depth research 
on topics of their choosing through programs 
that are independent-study. Art history classes 
make use of exhibits at local venues, as well as 
organized trips to museums in order for students 
to have first hand contact with works of art. This 
area encourages students to study abroad to 
earn credits a different way.

ART HISTORY.
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CMU’s mission of the art education program is to 
advance student learning by helping students 
develop creative and expressive artistic abillities, 
strengthen interpretive and analytic skills in studio 
practice, learn art criticism and aesthetics, and 
strengthen and improve their overall visual 
literacy as it relates to post-modern culture. 

Art education endorses a view of art which 
involves the visual and philosophic concerns of 
multiracial, multiethnic concepts and which 
appeal to humankind on a universal level. 
Towards the end of the program, the future art 
teacher is exposed to the rigors of studio practice 
and scholarly inquiry with an eye toward 
synthesizing knowledge for an enlarging culture.

ART EDUCATION.
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Evelyn Frye Smith Scholarship
Open to Undergraduates. Minimum 3.5 GPA in 
Art. Previous recipients not eligible. Three $1,000 
awards.

Additional information regarding scholarships can be 
obtained from the art website at art.cmich.edu.

Stephen Lawrence Barstow Art Scholarship
Open to all Undergraduate Financial Aid 
Recipients. Emphasis on Native American Art 
Students. Minimum GPA in Art: 2.5 for 
Freshman, 3.0 for others. Four $2,000 awards.

Stephen Lawrence Barstow Scholarship
Open to Native American Art Students.
Minimum GPA in Art - 2.5 Freshman, 3.0 for 
others. Four $2,000 awards.

Frances G. Fitch Art Scholarship
Open to students entering Junior or Senior year
Minimum 3.5 GPA in Art. Previous recipients not 
eligible. One $1,000 award.

Frances G. Fitch Art Scholarship
Open to students entering Junior or Senior year. 
Minimum 3.5 GPA in Art. Previous recipients not 
eligible. One $1,000 award.

Department of Art
Central Michigan University 
132 Wightman Hall
Mount Pleasant, Michigan 48859
989.774.3025

SCHOLARSHIPS.
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